sAmerican electorate
(potential voters) Is about
206 million

About 55% vote



http://www.prometheusinstitute.net/blog/05_22_2007_post.htm

racts

One vote does make a difference..

In 1800, Thomas Jefferson won the presidency with just
one vote in the House of Representatives after a tie In
the Electoral College.

In 1960, John F. Kennedy won the U.S. Presidency by
the equivalent of less than one vote in each precinct.
The margin between Bush and Gore was down to 537
votes, the election hinged on whether or not the
undervotes (ballots that showed no vote for president)
would be examined by hand or not. It just so happened
that the counties that used punch cards favored Gore, so
any manual recount would likely have favored Gore.


http://www.brazosvotes.org/en/yourvote

w i o i e g o Yot

. 1789- White men with
property over 21

. 1850-nearly all adult white
males

. 1870-all men over 21 (15
amendment)

. 1920-all men and women
over 21 (19" amendment)

. 1971-all men and women
over 18 (26" amendment)



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lwvwa.org/snohomish/graphics/votes-women.jpg&imgrefurl=http://shannarama.blogspot.com/2008/01/why-feminism.html&h=525&w=350&sz=34&hl=en&start=8&usg=__y7qN-rY7iT503Skzy3CU_5LziIE=&tbnid=sBnkqMxNu5kiZM:&tbnh=132&tbnw=88&prev=/images?q=voting+rights&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G

Over time , states dropped the
requirement that voters must
own property.

Some states acted faster
than others. New York got
rid of the property
requirement in 1821.

Rhode Island did not
change until 1880!



. ot plfications vy he Skt 5. <

=

A. Citizenship and Residence (all states based on
these)

1. Citizenship

« Aliens (one who Is not a citizen) are
generally not allowed to vote, although it is
not prohibited by the Constitution

* Only 1 state constitution, Minnesota,
draws a distinction between native-born
and naturalized citizens (requires one to
have been a citizen for 3 months)



2. Residence

All states have residence requirements in order
to prevent election fraud and ensure that
citizens have had time to familiarize themselves
with relevant political issues before voting
Texas- 30 days

In 1972, the Supreme Court ruled that no state
can require a waiting period of longer than 30
days

Almost all states deny the vote to transients
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The 26" Amendment sets
18 as the cap on the
minimum age for voting
In any election (1971)
Some states did this
earlier.

Vietnam helped 18 year
olds get the right to vote




B. Other Oualifications

ARE ‘UU REGISTERED TO

VOTEY

B

1. Registration/enrollment

« All states, except North
Dakota, require
registration

* Preventative to fraud

« Supposed to be very
easy

* 1993 Motor Voter Act-
may register when you
renew your drivers
license




(ticy Quzliticationg
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2. Who may not vote
* People in mental

Institutions POLITICALLY CORRECT By Jim Huber
° Anyone WhO ha.S been WHAT WERE YoU N FOR?

found mentally =

Incompetent

* Those convicted of
Serious crimes
(felonies)



http://felonvoting.procon.org/viewresource.asp?resourceID=286
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://dbonogallery.com/Don Bono/bono web/images/-Portraits/Actors/big/Jack_Nicholson_2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ronmwangaguhunga.blogspot.com/2005_06_19_ronmwangaguhunga_archive.html&h=525&w=725&sz=38&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=M3NXGyEqpyXhZM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=140&prev=/images?q=jack+nicholson&gbv=2&svnum=10&hl=en&safe=active
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1. The right to vote may
not be denied because of
race, color, or previous
condition of servitude

2. Gave newly freed slave
men the right to vote




A The 15 Amesdmest

3. Not practiced because of:
' Vi0|ence (4,743 lynchings in America 182-1968)
* Social pressures
* Literacy tests registration laws  what’s the
« Poll taxes (banned in 24t amend) big word?”
* “white primaries”
« Gerrymandering (drawing lines in

districts to limit voting strength of one

group)
 Grandfather clause




This poll test asks voters to
correctly guess the number
of cotton balls in a jar

before they are allowed to
vote.

Other tests asked voters to
guess the number of bubbles
in a bar of soap!




l. In what year did the Congress gain the right to prohibit the
migration of persons to the states? 1808

2. Who is the commander=in-chief of the army and navy of .the United
States? The President R - R

'3« Which of the Parts above, of the United States Constitution, deals
with the federal government's authority to call the state militia
into federal service? Part 1 -

s The prcgldent is forbldden to exer01se hls authorlty of pardon in
cases of 1mpeachment '

Alabam

Examples of Literacy Tests a
Literacy

20, Spell backwards, forwards.

21. Print the word vote upside down, but in the correct order.

22. Place a cross over the tenth letter in this line, a line under the first space in this
sentence, and circle around the last the in the second linc of this seatence.
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$1.50 POLL TAX RECEIPT

COUNTY OF SUMTER, ALA:, (L et 198,
7 .

N¢ 286

7/ 7/

RECEIVED OF...[ /77" Vo) £ MALE or

The required
VOte rS to pay for the the sum of ONE.DOELAR \ND lll"l‘\ CENTS, ﬁ;r ;’qu Taxes due by
ability to vote. A —

COUNTERSIGNED BY

1932

recinct No, Last Year% . . This Year.Z .

el P Tax'Collector.

M'&4“’Y_o’f/
@ State Auditor.
e

Democracy’s Turnstile =

2 Most Southern African
]| Americans were poor

- | sharecroppers that were
Sefiie) ik @ ) heavily in debt to
sl IRESe gl | landowners.,

K R T U e "
Ayt YOTE HERE  foviisia
RS A T LI (T4 You AT T

Al can afferd it)

0\ v A
Copyright 1942 Field Publicotions




“Injustice anywhere 1s a threat to justice everywhere. We are
caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single
garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all
indirectly.”

— Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from the Birmingham Jail

L $1.50 Poll Tax Recelpt T
N9 1257
COUNTY OF MADISON, ALA.. / 192/
- RECEIVED OF .7 £.£ /...
G\l | the sum of ONE DOLL AR \\l) lll‘ TY (F\TQ f)r Pol] Tl\(’ du bV
s bim'for TO2L. .
Distriet or Ward No. £ Color 4747 . Precinct No. Last Year / This Xe;ty
COUNTERSIGNED BY
e R D
% | =Y /2/ £ L
\’ st = B S ST L & S S, LT

arown rriras g6, mawTEEmIRT

This recelpt 1s furnished in pursuance of Section 910, Complled General Laws of Florida, 1027 :—

ERNEST AMOS, Comptroller
POLL TAX RECEIPT

SL‘ILEA‘EZZfﬁi?" J 1932 1= N "5y

Recefved of. the sum of ONE DOLLAR in
payment of hls,o her Capitation m;j’,ou Tax for the yéar A,D M eteen Hundred and Thirty- [‘w (wsz)

Color. —— Sex / < £

No. tion District.... .o 22
Rcaldcuco Addrs ’\ / %} f

53 Rose Ptg. Co.—Talluhnssee, 733 Tnx call ctor for Duval County.




4. 1940-50s- Supreme Court strikes down laws- slow

process

*1944- Smith v. Allwright
—U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Texas's Democratic party could
not restrict membership to whites only and bar blacks from

voting in the party's primary.

5. 1960s- civil rights movement led by Dr. Martin
Luther King

« launched a voter registration drive in Selma, Alabama. For
seven weeks, King led hundreds of Selma's black residents to
the county courthouse to register to vote. Nearly 2,000 black
demonstrators, including King, were jailed

* "Segregation's got to fall ... you never can jail us all.”



March on Washington
"I know you are asking today, 'How long will it take?" ...
How long? Not long, because no lie can live forever."

“We know through painful experience that freedom 1s never
voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the
oppressed.”

— Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from the Birmingham Jail



5. Thhee Ciml Riglies fck of 1964

1. Outlawed

discrimination
based on race,
color, religion,
sex, or national

origin

2. States could not
use voter _‘ O SO
registration in an LBJ shaking hands with
unfair manner MLK after signing Civil

Rights Act




G, 1lic Yetiing [Hilits fict of
105

1. Made 15t amendment

really true
2. No poll taxes, literacy tests, HER S
etc. '%&E!i!!és ‘"‘J‘”“”
3. Justice department clears —
- - Over 10,000 Take to the
electlons Val Id Streets in Support of the
4. Also applies to “language oUNgESaE el 2005

minorities”



D. Texas Voter ID Law

 \oters are now required to

present an approved form of VOTETEXAS.GOV
ohoto identification in order MAKE YOUR MARK ON TEXAS

POWERED BY THE TE}Eﬂ’E*EECHETﬁHv OF STATIé
to vote 1n all Texas Elections.

Texas driver license issued by the Texas Department of
Public Safety (DPS)

Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS
Texas personal identification card issued by DPS

Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS
United States military identification card containing the
person’s photograph

United States citizenship certificate containing the
person’s photograph

United States passport



* New Texas VVoter ID Law

Many Texas voters lack photo IDs

The Texas voter |D law, which remains under review by the Justice Depart-
ment and by federal courts, could affect as many as 2.4 million registered
voters if approved for 2012 elections. Estimated r RStz e

voters who may lack drivers’ licenses or state-iss \MPORTANT . §YOll NCED
the state’s largest counties: 4-..:...-. =add n%

Voters with WHO DOESN'T HAVE A GOVERNMENT ISSUED 1D?

Registered (with percentage of {
County voters Low estimate * Hi g o
Harris 1,881,312 111,532 (6%) —% 25% AFRICAN AMERICANS

Dallas  1103,074 78,185 (7%) NN ; 20/0 ASIAN AMERICANS
Bexar 863,645 71,078 (8%) NN o

fipaso 368425 4ntee (o mew 8 19% LATINO AMERICANS
* Low est lud ho did not supply DPS | :

ey e 1870 CITIZENS AGE 18-24
#* Includes all voters whose names did not match 20121 é - 15% CITIZENS

oS e <35K ANNUALINCOME_

Source: Chronicle analysis of comparisans conducted by the secre

registration records and DPS 2012 records Puire a\NOLT Woeypt REDTCARD "oy (ERFUL MAN i WORLD

www.investors.com/cartoons




IV. Nonvoting
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A The Size of fhe Probiem .

1. About % of eligible voters participate in presidential
elections
2. About 1/3 of eligible voters participate in off-year

elections
3. Little recognized aspects of the problem:
 More vote In federal elections than state or local

« “ballot fatigue”- people stop filling out their

ballot
* More vote in general elections than in primaries

or special elections




5, Wiy et Dot Vit

1. “Cannot Voters”

17 million Americans can’t vote

« Aliens, mentally or physically handicapped,
people In prison
* Religious beliefs
« Discriminatory electoral practices 3 m

( \
P

o



5, Wiy et Dot Vit
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2. Actual Nonvoters

Convinced elections will not effect them
Satisfied with the current system
Distrust of political system, no sense of
political efficacy (influence in politics)

Bad weather, cumbersome procedures, “time
zone” fallout

Voter registration responsibility lies with
Individual not government

%I



John Clip- Vote or
Die?

Do you think Stossel has a
point or bad analogies?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZG_IG-S1bfE

Registration and Voting In the
World’s Parliamentary Elections

Average Voter Turnout* Compulsory Voting! Automatic Registration#
Australia 81.7% Yes No
Austria 72.6 No Yes
Belgium 83.2 Yes Yes
Canada 54.6 No Yes
Denmark 83.1 No Yes
Finland 65.2 No Yes
France 59.9 No No
Germany 75.3 No Yes
Greece 89.0 Yes No
Ireland 66.7 No Yes
Israel 84.4 No Yes
Italy 84.9 Yes Yes
Japan 59.0 No Yes
Netherlands 70.1 No Yes
New Zealand 72.5 No No
Norway 73.1 No Yes
Spain 73.8 No Yes
Sweden AT No Yes
Switzerland 349 No Yes
United Kingdom 57.6 No Yes
United States 46.6 No No

*Percentage of turnout for total voting age population (VAP).
fln a compulsory voting system, registered voters have to vote or suffer some penalty, such as a small fine.
fAutomatic registration uses another form of citizen identification, such as a national identity card or a driver’s license.

SOURCE: Richard S. Katz, Democracy and Elections (Oxford University Press, 1997), pp. 234-235; Interational Institute for
Democracy and Electoral Assistance, “Voter Turnout from 1945 to Date: A Global Report on Political Participation,” at www.idea.int/
voter_turnout/voter_turnout.html.



3. VVoter Turnout in Presidential and
Midterm Elections, 1990-2006







Why People Don’t Vote

Too busy, conflicting schedule 19.9%
lliness or disability 15.4
Other reason 10.9
Not interested 10.7
Did not like candidates or campaign issues 9.9
Out of town 9.0
Don't know or refused 8.5
Registration problems 6.8
Forgot to vote 3.4
Inconvenient polling place 3.0
Transportation problems 2.1
Bad weather conditions 0.5

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, “Reasons for Not Voting, by Sex, Age, Race and Hispanic Origin,
and Educational Attainment: November 2004,” at http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/
voting/cps2004.html
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HOW TO INCREASE. VOTER TURNOUTS..
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Vi. Elections

A. The Administration of Elections
1. Most election law is state law
2. Congress sets the time, place, and manner of
Congressional Elections

B. When Elections Are Held
1. First Tuesday after first Monday In
November of every even numbered year




Vi. Elections

C. Precincts and Polling Places

1. State law restricts the
population size of voting
districts, or precincts

2. Precinct election boards
ensure that elections are
held in an orderly manner,
and each political party
sends poll watchers to
watch for election fraud.

V




CIVILIAN ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION
N.IS.AL 19:57-1 et seq.

You Must Apply for an Absentee Ballot for Each Election
I hereby apply for an absentee ballot for the (CHECK ONE)

[ Primary |d General [ Municipal [ Special
[ Local School [J Regional Schocl [ Voc. Tech. Schoal
[ Other To be held on
SPECTFY
CHECK & COMPLETE

I live in the [ City 1 Town [ Township [ Borough [ Village of

STREET ADDRESS

A £
MUNICIPALITY ZIPCODE FHOKE

Muil my Ballot to the Following Address:

STREET ADDFESS

Fa £
MUNICIPALITY STAIE ZIPCODE

Check Reason for Ballot
NJSA 19:57-3

I am unakle to vote at my regular polling place on election day because:

[ T expect to be absent from the State of New Jersey on election day. DEPARTURE DATE
[ Of illness or temporary physical disability

[ T am permanently and totally disabled, State reason

*0 I am permanently and totally disabled and wish to receive an absentee ballot for all elections to be held
during the remainder of the calendar year.

[ Observance of a religious holiday on election day
[ Resident attendance at a school, college or university on election day
[ Of nature and hours of my employment on election day

Under penalty of Law, I cevafy thar the foregoing starements made by me are orue and correct

SIGN YOUR NAME AS IT AFPEARS IN THE RECISTRY BOOK

PRINT OR TYPE YOUR NAME
RRaRE it e e R R ek e e L it st e e s

If sick or confined a voter may apply for an absentes ballot by authouized messenger

I designate

(NAME OF MESSENGER)

(SIGNATURE OF VOTER)

Authorized messengzer st sign application only in prasence of County Clerk or County Clark desiznes. (MESSENGER MUST
BE A FAMILY MEMBER OF A REGISTERED VOTER. NI1S.A 19374

SIGNATURE OF MESSENGER

STREET ADDRESS MUNICTPALITY IIF CODE

Pleasze MNote: A voter may apply for an absentee ballot by mail up to 7 days prior to the election. He or she may also apply in person to the County
Clerk vl 3:00 p.m. the day before the alecton. Applications are to be retamed to the County Clark in the Counny of your Last domicile in New
Tersey. Connty Clark listing on naxt page.

*Permanently and tetally disabled voters have the option of ndicating on an spplication for an absentes ballot et they would prefer to recedve an
alsentae ballot for each electon that takes place duree the remainder of the calendar year.,

MNIDOE 100




http://brazosvotes.orq/



http://brazosvotes.org/
http://brazosvotes.org/

