
•American electorate 

(potential voters) is about 

206 million 

•About 55% vote 

 

I 

VOTE?! 

http://www.prometheusinstitute.net/blog/05_22_2007_post.htm


One vote does make a difference..  

• In 1800, Thomas Jefferson won the presidency with just 

one vote in the House of Representatives after a tie in 

the Electoral College.  

• In 1960, John F. Kennedy won the U.S. Presidency by 

the equivalent of less than one vote in each precinct.  

• The margin between Bush and Gore was down to 537 

votes, the election hinged on whether or not the 

undervotes (ballots that showed no vote for president) 

would be examined by hand or not. It just so happened 

that the counties that used punch cards favored Gore, so 

any manual recount would likely have favored Gore.  
 

http://www.brazosvotes.org/en/yourvote 

 

http://www.brazosvotes.org/en/yourvote


1. 1789- White men with 
property over 21 

2. 1850-nearly all adult white 
males 

3. 1870-all men over 21 (15th 
amendment) 

4. 1920-all men and women 
over 21 (19th amendment) 

5. 1971-all men and women 
over 18 (26th amendment) 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lwvwa.org/snohomish/graphics/votes-women.jpg&imgrefurl=http://shannarama.blogspot.com/2008/01/why-feminism.html&h=525&w=350&sz=34&hl=en&start=8&usg=__y7qN-rY7iT503Skzy3CU_5LziIE=&tbnid=sBnkqMxNu5kiZM:&tbnh=132&tbnw=88&prev=/images?q=voting+rights&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G


Over time , states dropped the 

requirement that voters must 

own property.   

Some states acted faster 

than others. New York got 

rid of the property 

requirement in 1821. 

 

 Rhode Island did not 

change until  1880! 



A. Citizenship and Residence (all states based on 

these) 

1. Citizenship  

• Aliens (one who is not a citizen) are 

generally not allowed to vote, although it is 

not prohibited by the Constitution 

• Only 1 state constitution, Minnesota, 

draws a distinction between native-born 

and naturalized citizens (requires one to 

have been a citizen for 3 months) 



2.   Residence 

•  All states have residence requirements in order 

to prevent election fraud and ensure that 

citizens have had time to familiarize themselves 

with relevant political issues before voting 

• Texas- 30 days 

• In 1972, the Supreme Court ruled that no state 

can require a waiting period of longer than 30 

days 

• Almost all states deny the vote to transients 



3. Age 

• The 26th Amendment sets 

18 as the cap on the 

minimum age for voting 

in any election (1971) 

• Some states did this 

earlier.  

• Vietnam helped 18 year 

olds get the right to vote 



1. Registration/enrollment 

• All states, except North 

Dakota, require 

registration 

• Preventative to fraud 

• Supposed to be very 

easy  

• 1993 Motor Voter Act- 

may register when you 

renew your drivers 

license  

 

 



2. Who may not vote 

• People in mental 

institutions 

• Anyone who has been 

found mentally 

incompetent 

• Those convicted of 

serious crimes 

(felonies) 

• Where can felons vote? 

 

 

 

http://felonvoting.procon.org/viewresource.asp?resourceID=286
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1. The right to vote may 

not be denied because of 

race, color, or previous 

condition of servitude  

 

2. Gave newly freed slave 

men the right to vote 
 

 



3. Not practiced because of:  

• Violence (4,743 lynchings in America 182-1968) 

• Social pressures 

• Literacy tests registration laws 

• Poll taxes (banned in 24th amend) 

• “white primaries”  

• Gerrymandering (drawing lines in 

districts to limit voting strength of one 

group) 

• Grandfather clause 

 

 

“By the way, 

what’s the 

big word?” 



Other tests asked voters to 

guess the number of bubbles 

in a bar of soap! 

This poll test asks voters to 

correctly guess the number 

of cotton balls in a jar 

before they are allowed to 

vote. 



Alabam

a 

Literacy 

Test 

Louisian

a 

Literacy 

Test 

Examples of Literacy Tests 



The Poll Tax required 

voters to pay for the 

ability to vote. 
 

Most  Southern African 

Americans were poor 

sharecroppers that were 

heavily in debt to 

landowners.  

$1.50 

1932 = 
$23.00 

Today 



“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are 

caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single 

garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all 

indirectly.”  

― Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from the Birmingham Jail 



4. 1940-50s- Supreme Court strikes down laws- slow 
process  

•1944- Smith v. Allwright 
–U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Texas's Democratic party could 
not restrict membership to whites only and bar blacks from 
voting in the party's primary.  

 

5. 1960s- civil rights movement led by Dr. Martin 

Luther King  

• launched a voter registration drive in Selma, Alabama. For 

seven weeks, King led hundreds of Selma's black residents to 

the county courthouse to register to vote. Nearly 2,000 black 

demonstrators, including King, were jailed 

• "Segregation's got to fall ... you never can jail us all.” 

 



“We know through painful experience that freedom is never 

voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the 

oppressed.”  

― Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from the Birmingham Jail 

March on Washington 
"I know you are asking today, 'How long will it take?' ...  

How long? Not long, because no lie can live forever.'' 

 



1. Outlawed 

discrimination 

based on race, 

color, religion, 

sex, or national 

origin 

2. States could not 

use voter 

registration in an 

unfair manner 

 

 

LBJ shaking hands with 

MLK after signing Civil 

Rights Act 



1. Made 15th amendment 

really true 

2. No poll taxes, literacy tests, 

etc.  

3. Justice department clears 

elections valid 

4. Also applies to “language 

minorities”  

 

 

Over 10,000 Take to the 

Streets in Support of the 

Voting Rights Act, 2005 



• Voters are now required to 

present an approved form of 

photo identification in order 

to vote in all Texas Elections. 
• Texas driver license issued by the Texas Department of 

Public Safety (DPS) 

• Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS 

• Texas personal identification card issued by DPS 

• Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS 

• United States military identification card containing the 

person’s photograph 

• United States citizenship certificate containing the 

person’s photograph 

• United States passport 

 



• New Texas Voter ID Law 





1. About ½ of eligible voters participate in presidential 

elections 

2. About 1/3 of eligible voters participate in off-year 

elections 

3. Little recognized aspects of the problem: 

• More vote in federal elections than state or local 

• “ballot fatigue”- people stop filling out their 

ballot 

• More vote in general elections than in primaries 

or special elections 

 

 

 



1. “Cannot Voters” 

• 17 million Americans can’t vote 

• Aliens, mentally or physically handicapped, 

people in prison 

• Religious beliefs 

• Discriminatory electoral practices  

 

 

 



2. Actual Nonvoters 

• Convinced elections will not effect them 

• Satisfied with the current system 

• Distrust of political system, no sense of 

political efficacy (influence in politics) 

• Bad weather, cumbersome procedures, “time 

zone” fallout  

• Voter registration responsibility lies with 

individual not government 

 

 

 



John Stossel Clip- Vote or 

Die? 

 

Do you think Stossel has a 

point or bad analogies?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZG_IG-S1bfE


Registration and Voting in the 

World’s Parliamentary Elections 



3. Voter Turnout in Presidential and 

Midterm Elections, 1990-2006 





Why People Don’t Vote 







A. The Administration of Elections 
1. Most election law is state law 

2. Congress sets the time, place, and manner of 

Congressional Elections 

B. When Elections Are Held 

1. First Tuesday after first Monday in 

November of every even numbered year 

 

 

 

 



C. Precincts and Polling Places 

1. State law restricts the 

population size of voting 

districts, or precincts 

2. Precinct election boards 

ensure that elections are 

held in an orderly manner, 

and each political party 

sends poll watchers to 

watch for election fraud.  

 

 

 





http://brazosvotes.org/ 
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