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The 6 Basic Principles of the Constitution 

 



1. Popular Sovereignty 

 Jean Jacques Rousseau 

 Popular = people 

 Sovereign = power 



Preamble Activity  

 Glue down the Preamble (page 1) 

 Also glue down Article V: Amendments (page 11) 

 And Article VII: Ratification (page 11) 



2. Limited Government 

 Constitutionalism 

 Rule of Law 

 Bill of Rights 



3. Separation of Powers 

Legislative Executive Judicial 

•Makes laws 
 

•Taxes to provide 

services 
 

•Regulates 

money and trade 

•Enforces laws 

and treaties 
 

•Conducts 

foreign policy 
 

•Commander in 

chief of the 

military 

•Explains and 

interprets laws 
 

•Settles disputes 

https://www.docsoffreedom.org/readings/separation-of-powers-with-checks-and-balances


James Madison, Federalist Papers 

 “If men were angels, no government would be 

necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither 

external nor internal controls on government would 

be necessary. In framing a government which is to 

be administered by men over men, the great 

difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the 

government to control the governed; and in the next 

place oblige it to control itself.” 

 



4.  





5. Judicial Review  

 courts have power to make sure the government is 

following the constitution ***where does this come 

from??? 

 



6. Federalism 

 Sharing of power between States and 

Federal Government 

 10th Amendment 



Two Methods of Amending the Const. 

 Formal = actual written changes; described in 

Article V 

 ** the Pres has no formal role in this process 

 4 ways  

 Informal: Laws, executive orders, court cases, 

tradition, political parties  

 

 

Now that we’ve got it…  
HOW DO WE CHANGE IT?? 



66 Senators  
290 Representatives 

38 states  



Categorizing the Amendments 11-27  

 Extends liberties 

 Denies liberties 

 Governmental process  

 

 



Extends     Takes Away  Process  



The Amending Power and How it Has Been 

Used 


