
STUDY GUIDE
CONGRESSIONAL POWERS 

LESSON 1

Nonlegislative 
Powers of 
Congress

confirm 
appointments

propose 
constitutional 
amendments

impeach  
officials

ratify treaties

CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATIONS 
LESSON 2

Collect Information
•	 subpoena witnesses and documents
•	 require testimony under oath
•	 punish witnesses who lie or refuse to testify
•	 grant immunity to encourage testimony

Possible Outcomes
•	 new laws
•	 reforms
•	 firings and resignations
•	 criminal convictions
•	 damaged reputations

CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT 
LESSON 2

Checks and Balances
Congress oversees 
implementation of laws by 
executive branch

Separation of Powers
Congress may not cancel 
actions of or claim authority 
over executive agencies

BALANCE OF POWER 
LESSON 3

has emergency powers

leads in proposing legislation

proposes budget

legislative veto unconstitutional

placed curbs on emergency powers

can modify, pass, or defeat president’s proposals

increased budgetary role and limited impoundment

line-item veto unconstitutional

PRESIDENT CONGRESS

Legislative 
Powers of 
Congress

grant 
copyrights & 

patents

maintain 
armed 
services

approve 
treaties

coin 
money

tax

borrow

declare  
war

naturalize 
citizens

spend
regulate 

commerce

CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT 
LESSON 3

Congressional Rules and 
Committee Organization

Different 
Electoral 

Timetables

System of Checks 
and Balances Different 

Constituencies

Party 
Loyalties

TENSION

498


