
STUDY GUIDE

needs problems requests for grants and contracts

•	offers	amendments
•	Finance	Committee	
primarily	responsible

•	debated	under	open	
rule

S E N A T E

TAX BILLS
LESSON 2

HOW A BILL BECOMES LAW 
LESSON 1

•	starts	all	revenue	bills
•	Ways	and	Means	
Committee	shapes	bill

•	debated	on	floor	under	
closed rule

LAW
Successful bills registered

Unsuccessful bills die

P R E S I D E N T I A L 	 A C T I O N

C O M M I T T E E 	 W O R K

Write bill

Submit bill

Bill given title and number  
and distributed to lawmakers

I N T R O D U C E

Rewrite, amend,  
recommend as is, or kill

Hold hearings

Mark up

Report to full House or Senate

F L O O R 	 A C T I O N

Debate and amend

Vote

C O N F E R E N C E 	 C O M M I T T E E

Reconcile differences in versions

Draft final bill and submit to  
each house for final vote

H O U S E

T A X  L A W

P A S S E S
B O T H
H O U S E S

SPENDING BILLS 
LESSON 2

AUTHORIZATION	BILL APPROPRIATIONS	BILL SPEND	MONEY

ongoing appropriations
to continue programs

INFLUENCES ON CONGRESS 
LESSON 3

PRESIDENT

STAFFERS

LOBBYISTS

POLITICAL	 
ACTION	

COMMITTEES

CONSTITUENTS

KEY	
SUPPORTERS

SPECIAL-INTEREST
GROUPS

PERSONAL	
BELIEFS	AND	
TEMPERAMENT

POLITICAL
PARTY

SURVEYS

POLLS

HELPING  
CONSTITUENTS

LESSON 4

casework advocacy legislationissue	education

Constituents

Members	of	Congress

Sign, veto, or pocket veto

Override requires two-thirds  
vote of both houses
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